Theology: First year options

The Theology website gives some very good descriptions of all of the modules, so I will just give some brief descriptions of what they are actually like to do.

A1: Ancient language


Unless you have previously done Hebrew or are extremely keen to do any of the other languages, I would strongly recommend Greek. This is because you are likely to find it much easier as the faculty primarily concentrates on Greek. It is also quite useful if you take A3 as there are a couple of Greek references but nothing too drastic.

A2: Old Testament


From what I’ve heard, the lectures are quite boring but the essays are good. I don’t know much beyond that I’m afraid.

A3: New Testament


This focuses on Luke and Acts. It concerns all of the questions that are asked about the general historicity of the Bible as well as the finer points of whether the gospels give incompatible views of God etc. Honestly, it took me a while to even get vaguely interested in what this module was getting at, but by the time I sat the exam, it had clicked and I ended up really liking it! Carleton-Paget probably helped with that one…

A4: Church History 


To be honest, this isn’t really my cup of tea but I’ve seen that some people really enjoy it. It’s basically all about missionaries and stuff. If you don’t mind the boring part of history then go for it!  Sorry that may be a bit harsh!

A5: Shaping Modern Theology 


This is a mixture of English Literature and Philosophy. Apparently it’s fantastic, I’m really annoyed that I didn’t do it. 

A6: Sociology of Religion


After A-Level R.S. I took this one up straight away but I recommend that you give it a little more thought. It addresses some very interesting, highly relevant topics but I’m warning you that it’s very difficult to know what all the books are getting at. Every sociologist that writes on a particular topic (e.g. fundamentalism) has a very different idea of what its definition actually is. It takes a lot of reading and the ethnographies can get quite heavy.

A7: World Religions


This is a coursework module, which makes it very attractive. All you have to do is two 3000 word essays (in comparison to about five 2000-2500 word essays and an exam) and you get two supervisions on each one. You can choose which topic you want to do at the beginning and then only go the relevant lectures (which all of the keen freshers, myself included, don’t cotton on to till at least the end of Michaelmas!). The topics to choose from are Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and Methodology (finding out whether it’s possible for more than one religion to have a religious truth claim).

A8: Philosophy and Ethics


This is brilliant if you did Philosophy and Ethics for A-Level as it pretty much picks up where A-Level left off. Obviously it’s all in more detail, and your fellow Theology class mates will start talking more arrogantly about it than people at school did, but I think it’s a great module. If you didn’t do it for A-Level then don’t worry as it doesn’t take long to pick up the basics.


Sorry, this is a really biased view of the papers and I can’t give much information on the topics that I didn’t do, but I hope that you find it vaguely useful! If you have any questions then feel free to come and chat to me about it. 
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