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New Hall Boat Club Alumnae Society 
By Florence Butler, Vice Captain 

First of all, I would 
like to introduce 
myself as Florence 
Butler, the new Vice-
Captain of New Hall 
Boat Club. Secondly, I 
would like to welcome 
you personally to The 
Neptunes. This is a 
brand new society 
aimed at creating and 
strengthening links 
between New Hall Boat 
Club and its past and 
present members. 
Whether you have 
rowed, coxed, coached, 
helped out in any way 
or even just watched 
from afar, the Captain 

Welcome, 
Alumnae! 
 

 

Committee Introductions 

Every year following 
the Lent Bumps Dinner, 
the Club undergoes a 
committee turnover. 
Current members of 
the college are given 
the chance to apply for 
a position on the well 
respected Boat Club 
Committee, where the 
entire club attends a 
dinner and hustings, 
which, following a 
vote of the club, 
decides who will take 
carry the baton of 
their chosen role for 
the following year. 

The Neptunes 
 
 

  

and Vice Captain of the 
current committee wish 
to warmly welcome 
you.  We are hopeful 
that through this 
society we will bring 
back memories for 
members of the club, 
give you information 
about events we are 
hosting, races we are 
entering and to open 
channels for 
sponsorship and 
support. The Club is on 
the upward rise, we 
feel that the 
conception of this 
Society could not 
come at a better time 

for present members, 
and with our success 
may your support 
follow. Every 
Cambridge term, this 
newsletter will be sent 
out with alumnae 
material from the 
college. It may include 
invitations to races or 
events we are hosting, 
articles about current 
club activities, 
vacancies for coaches, 
and – we hope – stories 
of past experiences, 
and much, much more. 

Once again, welcome. 

 

This year’s committee 
saw the loss of a great 
Captain, Valentina 
Simic, who made 
innovative changes to 
coaching and the 
mechanics of our 
boats, creating the 
upward movement we 
are now enjoying. She 
will be a sorely missed 
member of the club, but 
is replaced by the 
former Lower Boats 
Captain and Training 
Officer, Pip Walters. 
We are very excited to 
see where she and her 

committee will take the 
club: 

Vice Captain – 
Florence Butler 

Lower Boats 
Captain – Wing Ying 
Chow 

Secretary – Doreen 
Zhu 

Treasurer – Tamara 
Hornik 

Social Secretaries – 
Rachel Kolesnikov-
Lindsay, Kelly Roche  

Sponsorship Officer 
– Beth Bowers 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I visited the May Bumps last 

year, and was proud to see a 

New Hall boat racing by, 

and gave them a cheer. It 

felt very strange to be 

watching from the bank 

instead of rowing up the 

river!” 

-Anne Langley, 61-67 

“”  

Dear NHBC Neptunes, I 
would like to welcome 
you not only to a new 
part of the club; the 
alumnae society, but to 
a new rowing year. 
Following the 
committee handover at 
the end of Lent, I was 
very honoured to be 
elected Captain of this 
great club. The 
committee this year is 
better than ever, and 
together we plan to 
have a busy fun-filled, 
past-paced and 
productive year. We aim 

Captain’s Note 

 

Lent Term is the 
hardest term to row in, 
as is widely 
acknowledged in 
Cambridge. Racing is 
minimal due to training 
for the summer 
Regattas and the 
weather is often poor. 
Despite these 
inhibitions, the Senior 
First Women’s’ VIII, 
imbued with fresh 
novice enthusiasm, 
entered Newnham 
Short Course, 
Pembroke Regatta and 

Rowing Reports 

 
 

New hall First Boat, on 
May 11th 2008, showed 
exactly what our 
determination, spirit and 
commitment can achieve. 
Leaving for London at a 
dreadfully early hour 
(for a Sunday at least!) , 

New Hall Wins At Poplar Regatta 
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to increase our 
flotilla by acquiring 
more small boats, 
competing in a greater 
number of races off-
Cam, improving 
relations with other 
college clubs and 
taking part in training 
camps, both in the UK 
and Europe. I hope to 
live up to the excellent 
standards set by 
captains before me, and 
I hope that I can help 
this Club to reach its 
full potential, both on 
and off the river. I 

would therefore like 
to welcome the new 
committee to new 
heights of success, and 
invite you all along for 
the ride. 

Best wishes, Pip 

of course, the Lent 
Bumps. One of the 
largest rowing events 
on the Cambridge 
calendar, second only 
to its May term 
Counterpart; we 
entered two boats in 
the second and third 
divisions. Faced with 
terrible luck in the 
face of awe-inspiringly 
good rowers behind us, 
we found ourselves 
bumped on each day, 
dropping lower into 
the divisions. We were 

not to be beaten 
though, coming within a 
hair’s breadth of 
bumping Lady Margaret 
and Emmanuel colleges 
on two of the days, 
caught in three way ties 
on more than one 
occasion. We are 
invigorated by our 
improvements as the 
days went by and 
determined to avenge 
the insult in the Mays, 
with a better, faster, 
stronger crew. 

we arrived, took the boat 
off our trailer, put him 
back together and walked 
him to the river. All set, 
we rowed the 2000km 
race down the Royal 
Albert Docks against the 
LEA Rowing Club. After a 

grueling few minutes, we 
won the race easily, and 
celebrated – as you can 
see below! Well done, 
girls, good luck in Bumps! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To conclude this term’s, 
and the first, 
newsletter for The 
Neptunes, we would ask 
that if you have any 
information regarding 
the history of the Club 
when you were a 
member, any experiences 
you would like to share, 
tips which helped you, 
memories to inspire and 

We wish to gain support 
within and without 
college, increase our 
shell holdings, 
increase our bank 
account! And of 
course, keep on rowing. 
We are setting our 
sights on the skies. So 
far, we are in the 
process of gaining two 
sculls, one of which 

Future Planner 

The Finish… 
 

will have a naming 
ceremony and dinner in 
Michaelmas Term of 
next year. We are still 
fundraising to buy a 
brand new racing IV, 
and hopefully soon 
will be able to buy a 
new racing VIII. We have 
a girl joining CUWBC, 
hoping to make the 
University crew. We 

will be entering three 
boats into the May 
Bumps, and off-Cam, 
entering the 1st VIII into 
Peterborough Regatta 
and Henley Qualifiers. 
Enclosed is your 
invitation to the May 
Bumps, and our 
infamous Bumps 
Breakfast event. We 
hope to see you there! 

amuse current members, 
they are invaluable, and 
we would love to hear 
them if you get in touch 
with us. We are also 
keen on sponsorship; 
the committee will 
always appreciate any 
assistance in that 
department, as will 
those who experience 
what your kind 

generosity can provide. 
Not only that though,  
If you have rowed 
before you will know 
how inspiring the 
cheering from the bank 
can be to those in the 
last painful 500m. Your 
support means so much 
to the girls, and we 
would love to have you 
as a guest for one of 
our events. 

 
Thank you so much for reading this, the 
first of many Newsletters, I hope it has 
reminded you of the college pride which 
NHBC inspires. 
 
Please see the following page for some 
more pictures of New Hall in action! 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Neptunes! 
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New Hall Boat 
Club Alumnae 

Society 

 
 
E-Mail:  
Newhall.women@cucbc.
org 
 

The Neptunes:  
For Crew,  
For Club, 
For College. 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

www.newhall.cam.a
c.uk/students/nhbc 

NHBC; THE NEPTUNES 
SOCIETY 
New Hall 
Huntingdon Road 
Cambridge 
CB3 0DF 

New Hall W1 wins at Poplar 

New Hall W1 in training for the Mays 

New Hall at Newnham Short Course 


