PRESS RELEASE
Labour Club disaffiliates

The Cambridge University Labour Club (CULC) has disaffiliated from the National Organisation of Labour Students. A motion proposed by Martin Arrowsmith, chair of the Labour Club, was passed with a clear majority at their Annual General Meeting on Monday evening.

Arrowsmith said “our affiliation to Labour Students has given us little benefit. Their general election campaign material was laughable and their fees just aren’t worth paying.”

The Labour Students’ newsletter distributed during the general election discouraged students from voting for the Liberal Democrats on the grounds that they were soft on cannabis. “They’re completely out of touch with ordinary students,” added Arrowsmith.

One complaint was that Labour Students had prevented the Cambridge club’s representative from speaking out against an allegedly corrupt candidate at their national conference, claiming that it was ‘unconstitutional’ to raise concerns about the suitability of individuals. Labour Students then refused to allow access to their constitution when requested, and the Cambridge representative was told to ‘keep quiet’ and not to make a fuss.
Tim Stanley, a former CU Labour Club chair, said “This dispute has continued over several years. Despite promises of reform and democratisation, Labour Students remains little more than a training ground for careerist politicians. We want out.”

Two representatives from Labour Students attended Monday’s AGM to speak against the motion of disaffiliation, but failed to convince the Cambridge students. Other Labour clubs such as Hull and Lancaster have expressed similar concerns with Labour Students, but Cambridge is the first to have disaffiliated.
The CU Labour Club stresses that it is still affiliated to the national Labour Party and remains part of the Labour movement, is committed to working with the Cambridge constituency Labour Party, and that members of the club are still able to join Labour Students individually if they wish to do so.
The Labour Club also held elections for their new committee and passed a motion in support of further measures to combat child poverty at the AGM.
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