Monday 6 November 2006

CAMaraderie

e-news from Cambridge Labour Party
 

Labour victory at University

Cambridge Labour Parliamentary candidate Daniel Zeichner has won in the prestigious debate at the Cambridge Union speaking against the motion "This house has no confidence in her majesty's government". 

 

Daniel advised students at the annual Cambridge Union debate to "look at the record". He said that since graduating from King's just after Margaret Thatcher was elected, he lived through eighteen years of Conservative Government and 9 years with Labour - long enough for a considered judgement. 

 

Liberal Democrat Deputy Leader Vince Cable joined former Tory leader Michael Howard in the proposal of no confidence in the government - Mr Zeichner reminded the audience that just last year Mr Cable suggested that the next move in British politics "may swing to a combination of Conservatives and Liberal Democrats." He pointed out that this will come as news to those in Cambridge who voted Liberal Democrat last year because Labour wasn't left-wing enough! He emphasised that with Labour, Gordon Brown has created a stable, successful economy unimaginable during the turbulent Tory years of high interest rates and recessions: 

 

"If you look at the record what you will see is that Britain has become prosperous and successful with Labour, with high employment levels and the resources to invest in public services and infrastructure. In Government, the Conservatives consistently made the wrong decisions - while the Liberal Democrats have never had to take a serious decision, and can't even decide which party they would back if they ever had to make a choice. That is why I am making the case for Labour tonight and into the future."

 

The final result was 205 agree, 236 disagree and 25 abstentions.

 

Stern Report Welcomed
 

Cambridge Labour candidate Daniel Zeichner has welcomed the publication of the Stern report on the economic impact of climate change. Mr Zeichner is a member of Labour's Policy Commission on Environmental issues and says that the Commission identified at an early stage the importance of a sound economic analysis:

 

"Labour's Commission was established earlier this year. We quickly agreed that the Stern review would provide the essential facts to develop Labour's policy on climate change. This is a key moment. Gordon Brown is the major player, and he has used a similar approach before to pave the way for significant policy developments. In the last Parliament he asked Derek Wanless to do the groundwork on what was needed for the future of the NHS. In the same way, this report will lay the foundation for action in this Parliament.
 
Before the last election I was one of those arguing within Labour for a stronger move to green taxation. We now have the evidence that the cost of doing nothing will be far greater than acting now – and I believe that Gordon Brown will use this to put pressure on the international community to respond."

 

Wall repairs

Some walls in Abbey ward have become unsightly and derelict. After the accident at St Andrews the Less on Newmarket Road Councillor Miriam Lynn has successfully lobbied to get repairs made to the wall of the church.  

 

She continues to chivvy officers about repairing damage to the walled flowerbeds at the bottom of Priory Road on Riverside.
 

Labour's Ben Stafford tops the poll
 

After competing for youngsters' votes, the results are in for I'm a Councillor, Get Me Out of Here.

 

Over the last two weeks six Cambridge city councillors have been answering questions and chatting online to youngsters, only tearing themselves away to visit schools and youth centres to drum up support.

 

They were then voted out one by one.

 

Coun Ben Stafford came out top as the IAC Youth Champion 2006 for Cambridge, with 58 per cent of the final votes.

 

He said: "I'm delighted, and very honoured to have won this year's I'm a Councillor, Get Me Out of Here in Cambridge.

 

Thank you to all the young people who voted for me throughout the week.

 

"The interest in this event, and in Local Democracy Week generally, has been great. It shows that young people do care about politics and about what goes on in their local areas - we have had some excellent questions on a whole range of topics, and I hope that the young people and the schools that have got involved feel we've provided them with some useful answers.

 

"I'm sure people will be pleased to know that, unlike winners of Big Brother and other reality shows, I have no plans to launch a pop career or become a TV presenter."


Public Sector Workers Don't Contribute!
 

Cambridge Labour Candidate Daniel Zeichner is challenging a leading regional Conservative to withdraw negative remarks about public sector employees. 

 

Speaking at a public meeting organised by national Housing organisation Shelter in Cambridge (Thursday October 26th), Councillor Susan Flack said that "public sector employees don’t contribute to the health of the economy."


Mr Zeichner says that the comment was met with disbelief by people in the hall:

 

"It is extra-ordinary that a leading regional Conservative could rubbish public servants in this way. Teachers, nurses, classroom assistants, care-workers and all the others working to provide public services in Cambridge and across the region will wonder why Conservatives take such an old-fashioned view. I will be writing to Councillor Flack to check whether she stands by her remarks, and to David Cameron to find out whether he shares her insight."

 

Remembrance Day 
 
Motorists are being warned they could face slight delays at the weekend while Remembrance Day events take place in Cambridge. 


At 11am on Saturday (November 11), a service of remembrance, including a two-minute silence, will take place at the War Memorial, at the junction of Station Road and Hills Road. 

 

During this time, traffic flow on all roads which surround the War Memorial will be halted for about five minutes to ensure the safety of those gathered. 

 

On Sunday (November 12), a service of remembrance and a parade will be held at the same location. 

 

Again, to ensure the safety of those participating and attending, police will enforce the following road closures and diversions from 10:30 to 11:15 hours. 


All traffic heading into the city centre along Hills Road will be diverted left into Brooklands Avenue.

 

Traffic approaching Hills Road from Brooklands Avenue will not be allowed to turn left towards the city centre.

 

All traffic heading out of the city centre along Hills Road will be diverted right into Bateman Street.

 

Traffic approaching Station Road from Tenison Road will be not be able to turn right and will be diverted to the railway station where vehicles will be able to turn around and will then directed back along Tenison Road

 

Drivers travelling to Cambridge Railway Station must approach from Tenison Road as all other roads will be closed.


There will also be smaller scale events at the Cherry Hinton and Trumpington War Memorials on Sunday (November 12) which may also result in minor traffic disruption. 

 

Development Plans Halted
 

Residents and councillors have put a halt to plans to develop the British Legion site on Fisher’s Lane for housing. Cllr Stuart Newbold, who joined residents to argue against the plans at a council planning committee meeting said “Our argument was that we’d lose a valuable community facility, used by many groups as well as the Legion itself. Thankfully, the committee shared our view. Members of the Cherry Hinton branch have now presented a business plan to the Legion that hopefully will see a British Legion Hall retained for good. However, there is still much work to do, and the branch is trying to increase Legion activities as well as finding new members. If you would like to support the branch, please contact John Fordham on 560869.”


In Westminster...

Independent report on child poverty acknowledges ‘significant progress’ made by the government
 

Jim Murphy MP, Labour’s Minister for Employment and Welfare reform welcomed a report written by independent adviser, Lisa Harker, on child poverty.

 

In the report Ms Harker said that more family focused employment services would help more parents into work and boost our progress towards the target of eradicating child poverty by 2020.

 

Jim Murphy said was is pleased that Ms Harker acknowledges the “significant progress” the Government has already made in reducing child poverty, with 700,000 fewer children living in poor households compared to 1998. Child poverty levels in the UK are now at a 15-year low.

 

He said: “I wholeheartedly welcome Lisa Harker’s report. This is a significant part of the process of developing our refreshed child poverty strategy, to be published later this year. We will now examine her recommendations in detail with a view to looking at how we can increase the family focus of our welfare-to-work programmes.

 

“Nearly half of poor children live with a single parent. We have done a great deal to help lone parents into work, with more than a million now in employment, lifting thousands of children out of poverty.

 

“However 40% of poor children live in two-parent households in which at least one adult works. It is clear we must now look at how we can develop our services to better cater for all kinds of families - helping both the mother and father to work, boosting their joint household income and bringing yet more children out of poverty.”

 

The ambitious target to halve the levels of child poverty by 2010 and eradicate it by 2020 is shared by Department for Work and Pensions and HM Treasury.  

 

The Paymaster General, Dawn Primarolo, said: “The Government has a comprehensive, cross-Government strategy for tackling child poverty.  Lisa Harker’s report provides a very helpful analysis of how DWP can increase the poverty focus of their work.  It is thanks to policies such as the New Deal, as well as the National Minimum Wage, Tax Credits, and Sure Start, that the UK has seen the fastest reduction in child poverty in Europe since 1997.  We will continue to take the necessary steps to build on this progress and work towards meeting the 2010 child poverty target.”

 

Lisa Harker said: "Although the Government has made significant progress on tackling child poverty, further changes will be necessary if the goals of halving child poverty by 2010 and eradicating child poverty by 2020 are to be reached.

 

“I am recommending that help for parents looking for work should be more focused on the needs of the whole family and access to childcare and flexible working arrangements should be improved. Parents need help, not only to find work, but to gain the skills they need to advance in employment. And support must be open to a wider group of families – including the partners of those already in a job.

 

“I believe that by ensuring that welfare-to-work support is more attuned to the needs of all families and the demands of the labour market, the Department for Work and Pensions could help more families find an effective and sustainable route out of poverty.”

 

Spread the message! 

If any of your friends or family would like to receive CAMaraderie updates from Cambridge Labour Party please ask them to sign up at: http://www.cambridgelabour.org.uk/labour.shtml
