Hutton declares for Hazel Blears

In a wide-ranging talk to Cambridge Universities Labour Club on Friday 27th April, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions John Hutton declared his support Hazel Blears in the deputy leadership contest. Though not an official supporter yet, Hutton followed the example of Cabinet colleague Ruth Kelly who came out in support for Blears last week, joining fellow ministers Barry Gardiner, Paddy Tipping, Stephen Ladyman, Joan Ryan, Andy Burnham and campaign manager Caroline Flint.

Hutton decried the deputy-leadership contest as a ‘pathetic affair,’ criticizing the tendency among most hopefuls to pander to the sensibilities of party activists and trade unionists. The minister was adamant that important as they were, the next general election would not necessarily be decided by the votes of paid up members of the Labour party, but by swing voters in marginal constituencies. Blears he argued, was the only candidate who both recognized this and stressed the need for the party to remain a party of aspiration.
When questioned about his own plans, though Hutton said he – and in his view Gordon Brown – would have welcomed a serious contest in order for the Chancellor to be seen to emerge with a mandate, and suggested that Charles Clarke may have been a contender had he remained in the Cabinet, he now thought the prospect unlikely. Hutton also ruled himself out of the running, irrespective of the results of the local elections on Thursday.

Looking forward to the next election, Hutton was pessimistic about the chances of forming some sort of parliamentary alliance with the Liberal Democrats in the event of a hung parliament. Indicating that the Lib Dems now side with the Conservatives on all the major issues before Parliament, and criticizing Menzies Campbell as ‘ineffectual’, Hutton said that though an alliance had thus far served Scotland well he did not envisage such a relationship in Westminster in the near future.
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