Box 736

King’s College

Cambridge

CB2 1ST

Friday 17th March 2005

Dear Secretary of State,
We are writing to you in relation to the ‘Cost of a Free Education’ campaign led by the Child Poverty Action Group. As a Labour Club, we have passed a motion to support this campaign and therefore urge you to take action on this issue.
Despite not having to pay fees to attend state schools in the UK, there are many hidden costs in giving a child an equal and adequate education such as school uniforms and field trips.
We believe that education should be completely free and that the negative impact of these extra costs on poorer families jeopardises the principle of a free education. We wish to highlight the fact that whilst one in three children in the UK live in poverty, only one in five children are eligible for free school meals.

We call upon you to take action to reduce the impact on families of the extra costs of education, such as school uniforms and field trips. We further call on you to consider the extension of entitlement to free school meals for all children who live in poverty. We would be grateful if you could keep us informed of your involvement with this issue.
Yours faithfully,

Luke Pearce 

Chair,

Cambridge University Labour Club
