CUC Council meeting 26/10/05

Present: Gordon Lawrence, Jenny Auton, Emma Riseborough, Richard Smith, Steven Cooper, Abigail Hiscock (MethSoc), Tim Kelby (on behalf of Geoff Martin), Richard Hewitt (for half the meeting)

Apologies: Chris Hack

1) Opened with the Lord’s prayer

2) Matters Arising:

· MethSoc day of prayer and revue, Sunday 20 November at Wesley Church in the Upper Room – Jenny will send an email about this event to the committee list to forward to societies.

· Steven suggested that it would be good for the 4 ecumenical bodies in Cambridge to work together – council thought it a good idea.  

· World’s biggest dress churches’ launch – 10 November

3) Discussion groups

· Feedback: good (‘Brilliant’ – Steven)

· We can use Fisher House library for them again next term

· Ideas for discussion groups next term: the Presbyterian Church (Jenny suggested Rev. Ian Hamilton to speak); a Christian Quaker to talk about being a Christian Quaker (rather than a group on the Quaker movement in general since they are not exclusively Christian); different and similar ways of worshipping God in different traditions; Jenny’s friend Neil talking about religious language; monasticism (Gordon will ask someone); world Christianity (the change from north to south – have this group during One World Week?); different approaches to interpreting Scripture.

4) Formal – booked for Saturday 12 November at Emmanuel, 7:30pm.  Price unknown, maybe about £6.  Emma will send an email to the list asking for numbers interested.

5) Unity Service

· Fisher House choir are interested but want more details

· Emma needs to find out which readings the Bishop chooses

· Emma needs to email the deans and chaplains list (with a poster if done in time? Or again nearer the time) to invite them to the service.  We would like clergical presence!

· Steven will make a poster

· Gordon will produce an order of service

6) Strawberry fair (3 June)

· Churches Together have a tent at the fair and would like CUC to be involved, to have a presence in it.

· We liked the idea but cannot commit due to the event’s proximity to exams, but we can advertise the event to the list.  Steven will give the organisers this feedback, and we will be in contact with them again at the beginning of the Easter term when we know more.

7) Minutes of last meeting were approved

8) Steven pointed out that meetings should be advertised on the main CUC mailing list (not just the committee lists, unless we wanted a closed meeting for any reason, according to the constitution) 10 days ahead

9) AOB

· Taize have no money – Richard would pay their subs if need be, but the Council decided to waive these.

· Gordon emailed societies discovered at Freshers’ Fair asking them to affiliate: the Chinese Christian Fellowship said no; the Revelation Rock Gospel choir have not replied yet; the Chapel Hoppers’ orgainser said that she is not sure, since affiliating with us would make their society religious and might alienate non-Christians – most of us thought that this was a very valid point, though some thought it was not important, but either way, we decided that it was up to her whether she decided to affiliate to CUC or not.

· It was decided that Emma, Jenny and maybe Gordon would go to the CUFF meeting the next evening.

10)  Date of next meeting: Thursday 24 November, 6:45pm

11)  Closed with the grace.

