Minutes of the Meeting of the Student Christian Council held on Tuesday 30th April 2002 at 7.30 p.m. in Room T12, Gonville and Caius College

1. Apologies for Absence

Present: Gavin Shuker (President; Fusion), Daniel Auger (Secretary; SCM), Alex Long (Treasurer; Ark), Steven Cooper (CCMS & Taizé Prayer Group), Eduardo ? and Cassie ? (Fisher Society), Mark Rowland (MethSoc), Angela Rayner (SPEAK), Francis Young (OrthSoc).
Apologies were received from the Revd Ruth Adams (Deans & Chaplains) and the Christian Graduate Society.

2. Society Reports

Ark is performing twice outside Cambridge: once to a Sunday School near Peterborough, and once to a school in Oakham.

CCMS’s main musical took place at the end of Lent Term, and was very well attended and received.  The Society’s new musical ‘The Primogen Incursion’ will be performed in Newnham’s Old Labs at 2.30 p.m. on 20th and 21st June.

The Fisher Society is meeting as usual.  Important events this turn include the Fisher Mass on 6th May in Great St. Mary’s, and the annual ‘Saints and Sinners’ party to which all are invited.

Fusion’s Cell Groups are meeting every week.  ‘The Call’ took place in King’s on Monday 29th April, involving worship, prayer and a talk.

MethSoc have elected Steven Cooper as president, and continue with their main weekly meetings at 12.10 on Sundays with addresses on youth work.  The Society also has bible study/fellowship meetings on Thursday evenings and a prayer breakfast on Fridays.  (A special commemorative breakfast will take place on Wednesday 22nd May at Wesley Church.)  The Society is hoping to send a group to the Trade Justice Mass Lobby outside the Houses of Parliament on Wednesday 19th June.  Support and participation by other societies would be very welcome.

OrthSoc is continuing to meet every Thursday, attending a service in the Greek Church and then meeting in Wesley House.

SCM continues to hold talks, discussions and workshops on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at Emmanuel U.R.C.  Attendance is still very low, with about four regulars.  This term, meetings include a social event with MethSoc, a talk on ‘Prayer and Patience’ by Brother Sammuel of the Anglican Franciscans and – during the exam season – themed discussion in a convenient pub.  The termly planning meeting will take place on Tuesday 21st April at 7 p.m.

SPEAK continues to meet on Sundays between 3 and 4 p.m.  Meetings usually take place at Emmanuel College.

The Taizé Prayer Group continues to meet in Great St Mary’s every Thursday at 10 p.m., and also meets on Mondays at 8.15 a.m. in the Margaret Beaufort Institute of Theology (12 Grange Road).  There is an associated bible study group meeting in Wesley House on Thursdays at 7.30 p.m.; those interested should contact Iona Hine on ich27@cam.ac.uk.  The Group is planning to hold a Taizé-style Eucharist and to organise a trip to Taizé during the long vacation.

3. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s report was presented.  The Council’s bank balance is now £4.58.  Expenditure on photocopying has increased, and not all Societies have paid their subscriptions.  Societies were asked to follow this up.  It was suggested that the constitution be amended to require payments for subscription as a condition for membership.  It was also noted that some societies do not have any money, so case-by-case allowances would need to be made.

Societies were asked to ensure payment took place at the start of Michaelmas Term.  It was noted that money is needed before then to fund the Societies Fair, etc.

Other ways of getting money were suggested: the Deans & Chaplains could be approached, and collections could be held at SCC events.

Francis, Angela and Alex raised a query as to how many cheques had been given to CUSU for the Societies Fair.  (Alex to investigate and claim money from CUSU if necessary.)

4. Programme for 20002–2003
A number of ideas were discussed.  It was suggested that the SCC should organise one event each term, e.g. services (such as the Lent-Term unity service) and talks.  Dan pointed out that SCM is struggling with numbers and care should be taken to avoid ‘competing’.  It was suggested that SCC events should be hosted by a particular Society.

It was suggested that member societies should encourage awareness of the SCC amongst their memberships.  Ideas for a new logo were discussed and representatives were asked to think about this for the next meeting.

The issue of encouraging CICCU to re-join the SCC was discussed.  It was agreed that each new CICCU executive should be approached on the issue.  It was suggested that a more informal approach, e.g. sending CICCU an agenda with a hand-written ‘hope you can come’ note would avoid unnecessary emphasis on their current non-membership.

More involvement with Cambridge churches was suggested.  It was noted that some Churches do not publish any events other than their own.

5. Any Other Business

Gavin presented his document for the Deans & Chaplains.  It was agreed to re-phrase it slightly to say ‘wide range of traditions and backgrounds’ rather than a ‘wider range of views’ and to take away the mention of CICCU’s non-membership.

Dan suggested that in order to have a little more presence, the SCC ought to have a simple web page linking to member societies and Christian Cambridge, and that member societies should try to encourage better use of Christian Cambridge.

It was suggested that a Christian societies’ ‘Freshers’ Fair’ held on the first Sunday afternoon of full term would be a good idea.  This will be discussed at a future meeting.

Angela suggested organising a regular SCC prayer meeting.

It was agreed that the SCC should organise only one May Week activity, to make it easier for societies to attend.  It was agreed that this should be a punt race, and that it should take place on Saturday 15th June.

It was suggested that the SCC should organise a retreat.  Some enthusiasm was expressed for doing this in Lent.

Enquires were made as to the continued existence of Christians in Sport, the Lutheran Society and the Young Friends.

6. The Date and Time of the Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Monday 20th May at 6.30 p.m. in Room T12, Gonville and Caius College.

Summary of Actions

Angela (SPEAK) – organise the SCC prayer meeting.

Dan – find out whether the Lutheran Society still exists; produce a poster for the SCC Runt Race.

Gavin – liase with CICCU; investigate avenues for funding, e.g. from the chaplaincy.
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