FAO: The Prime Minister

cc. Alaistair Campell, Director of Communications

Dear Prime Minister,

Re: ‘Iraq – it’s infrastructure of concealment, deception and intimidation’

As a student, I was very excited by the revelation that the latest government dossier on Iraq, included in Colin Powell’s presentation to the United Nations on Wednesday 5th, was composed largely of verbatim pieces of an out-of-date student thesis, alongside magazine articles, in preference to solid intelligence. I am pleased that students’ academic endeavours are being taken so seriously in the effort to build a credible case for war against Iraq. 

To ensure that war plans continue to be ‘intelligence-led’, I have enclosed my latest essay. I am afraid it is not directly related to Iraq. However, given the valiant efforts of your communications team to inflate Mr al-Marashi’s figures and alter text without the slightest justification, in order to make twelve-year-old information appear relevant and compelling, I am confident that even the most irrelevant of my efforts might be of some use. 

The essay was somewhat rushed, and so may contain typographical errors and misconstrued facts. I ask that your spin-doctors be more careful to check the text before it is released to the United Nations Security Council. 

Finally, I would like to inform you that I remain unconvinced about the justification for an appalling war. The United Nations agencies have estimated up to 500,000 casualties in the event of war. The doctrine of pre-emption, with or without a second Security Council Resolution, will contravene the spirit of Articles 39 and 42 of the United Nations Charter, which demand proof of “the existence of any threat to the peace”, including proof of Iraq’s aggressive intention as well as its possession of proscribed weapons, many of which we ourselves possess in massive numbers. In the long term I believe war to be the worst way to pursue disarmament.

I call upon you:

· to stop playing with lives using spurious information and justification

· to stop ignoring the democratic will of the British people, and to cease attempts such as this to mislead them

· to support the efforts of peaceful disarmament of Iraq through inspections

· to prioritise the needs of the Iraqi people by pursuing peaceful change in Iraq: through proper investment in Iraqi economy, education, civil society, and political opposition, and by ending the Iraqi people’s economic dependence upon Saddam’s regime, created by sanctions

Yours faithfully,

