VIGIL FOR PEACE, MONDAY 8 APRIL, 12 NOON, MARKET SQUARE

This Monday 8th April, 12 noon, Cambridge Students Against the War  (CamSAW) are calling for a vigil on Market Square in response to the recent events in the Middle East. We hope to make this event as inclusive as possible and are inviting all students in particular with personal, ethnic, religious or cultural ties to the region to participate and call for an end to the violence and occupation.

Such international events would usually seem far away from our Cambridge everyday life if it were not for two Cambridge students being present in Bethlehem with the International Solidarity Movement. They have made the choice of staying in the occupied cities and have been witnessing and the horror in which Palestinians live. We are worried about their well being and want to send a message of solidarity to all internationals monitoring the conflict.

Amnesty International has published a recent report (MDE 15/030/2002) condemning the action of the Israeli occupying forces while also contemning the attacks on Israeli civilians. We support AI.s call for an immediate cessation of all human right violations in the region, and its request for international observers to be deployed.

We also support the UN resolution 1402 calling for an immediate cease-fire and withdrawal of Israeli troops from the occupied cities. We hope that events such as our vigil are going to send a message to all governments to put pressure on involved parties to implement it.

Finally we believe that long term security and peace in the region will only be attained if all parties have their human rights respected, including the Palestinian people.s rights for self determination within their own state, free from occupation and domination.

We hope you join us and forward this call to your mailing list, and any other individuals or organizations that might be interested.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PHONE 07931 855888 OR EMAIL info@camsaw.org.uk
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 Large numbers of both students and townspeople will congregate in Market  Square 12pm this Monday (08/04/02) in a Vigil for Peace in Israel and  Palestine. Jews, Muslims, Christians, and people of no faith whatsoever  are expected to unite in their calls for an end to the escalating violence  in the Occupied Territories. The vigil has been called in response to the latest Israeli offensives in  the occupied territories, dubbed "Operation Protective Shield".  These offensives have seen some of the most ruthless attacks upon Palestinian  areas in recent years, and have drawn extensive criticism from Human Rights agencies such as Amnesty International.  AI reports that Palestinians have had their electricity, water and telephones cut, and are being denied basic rights in what amount to siege conditions.  There are numerous reports of violence against civilians by the Israeli Defence Force (IDF), and looting of Palestinian property.

 CamSAW has a particular interest in current developments in Palestine as two of its members are currently there as part of the "International Brigade" of peace protesters currently trapped in Bethlehem. The two students, Ricardo and Arusha, have been in Palestine for a week, and were present at the demonstration in Ramallah in which 6 European peace protestors were wounded by Israeli gunfire.  CamSAW will be calling upon Tony Blair to do all in his power to get Israel to immediately stop "Operation Protective Shield" and seek a peaceful solution in Palestine, and also to ensure that their friends are able to return to England in safety.

 David Babbs of CamSAW said:

 "If our government is serious about wanting to make the world a safer place, it should do all in its power to stop Israeli atrocities in the occupied territories.  Once again in the name of a 'war on terrorism' innocent people are being killed or denied basic rights.  We are holding our vigil in solidarity with the Palestinian people who for too long have suffered at the hands of the Israeli government and its Western backers, and in solidarity with our friends Arusha and Ricardo, who we hope get back safely soon.

 Notes for editors

 1. Cambridge Students against the War (CamSAW) was formed in response to the start of the bombing of Afghanistan. CamSAW recognises the similarities between Israeli actions in Palestine and Anglo-American actions in Afghanistan: in both cases armed intervention against civilians has been justified with reference to a "war on terrorism", yet has only served to promote further instability and violence.

 2. For Amnesty International's response to the crisis, see Israel/Occupied Territories: Military response to human rights crisis is only fuelling the cycle of violence, AI Index: MDE 15/03/2002. Publication
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