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You think you
agree with the War...

“The Pentagon has spent millions of dollars to prevent western
media from seeing highly accurate civilian satellite pictures of the
effects of bombing in Afghanistan, it was revealed yesterday.”

“The decision to shut down access to satellite images was taken last
Thursday, after reports of heavy civilian casualties from the overnight
bombing of training camps near Darunta, north-west of Jalalabad.
Instead of invoking its legal powers, the Pentagon bought exclusive
rights to all Ikonos satellite pictures of Afghanistan off Space
Imaging, the company which runs the satellite. The agreement was
made retrospectively to the start of the bombing raids.”

“The decision to use commercial rather than legal powers to bar
access to satellite images was heavily criticised by US intelligence
gpecialists last night. Snce images of the bombed Afghan bases
would not have shown the position of US forces or compromised US
military security, the ban could have been challenged by news media
as being a breach of the First Amendment, which guarantees press
freedom.”

USbuys up all satellite war images, Duncan Campbell,
Wednesday October 17, 2001, The Guardian

Did you know?
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