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Weapons of Mass Destruction

20 miles from Cambridge
[image: image3.jpg]Cam-7:\'/




RAF Lakenheath, located 20 miles northeast of Cambridge, is two miles from the village of Lakenheath. The base has always been the primary and most important tactical nuclear bombing base in Europe, currently housing the planes that will be used to kill innocent civilians in Iraq, including the F-15E Strike Eagle. There are 33 operational Weapon Storage and Security System (WS3) vaults at Lakenheath; each bunker can hold up to two B-61 tactical nuclear weapons, with an explosive yield of between 0.4 and 80 kilotons – six times more powerful than the Hiroshima bomb. US Vice President Dick Cheney has refused to rule out the use of these same tactical nuclear weapons in any military action against Iraq.

In 1994, The 48th Fighter Wing received a USAF nuclear surety plaque “for demonstrating outstanding capability to support a nuclear airlift mission”. In 1995, The Wing received a Plaque for “outstanding achievements” and “contributions” to nuclear security. There is strong legal evidence that Britain and the USA's nuclear arsenals are illegal. Britain is yet to implement its commitments under the 2000 nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review and Extension, when, with the four other declared Nuclear Weapons States, it gave an “unequivocal undertaking to accomplish the total elimination of their nuclear arsenals”, and committed to taking 13 practical steps to achieve that goal. The government has since refused to make a firm commitment that the Trident nuclear weapons system will not be replaced or refurbished; and has suggested that it would consider a nuclear first strike option against an enemy state or organisation. The USA's July 2002 Nuclear Posture Review contradicts 13 points of the NPT.

This term there will be several protests at RAF Lakenheath, expressing our fear that the American government, the only government which has used nuclear weapons in the past, may be considering using them again. Every protest brings further into the public consciousness the shadowy reality of an unaccountable US airbase waging war on Iraq from our doorsteps. These protests will include demonstrations and vigils outside the base, a ring of peace around the base. Some people may also choose to engage in non-violent direct action, either outside or inside the base. This is an opportunity to register your opposition to the possibility of war on Iraq, as any military attacks will cause huge civilian casualties. In addition, since there has been no Iraqi act of aggression, it will create a precedent for the use of force in an unjust and illegal ‘pre-emptive’ strike. Whether military action is undertaken unilaterally by the US and UK, or with the cover of the UN figleaf, it will cause immeasurable human suffering.



website: www.camsaw.org.uk
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If you are considering taking part in demonstrations or peaceful acts of civil disobedience, CamSAW can offer support, advice and training. If you’d like to get involved, or want more information, email � HYPERLINK mailto:lakenheath@camsaw.org.uk ��lakenheath@camsaw.org.uk�.


Or come and be part of the biggest anti-war protest ever, in London on February 15th, when an expected 8 million people around Europe will say No to War on Iraq. For coach transport from Cambridge email � HYPERLINK mailto:tickets@camsaw.org.uk ��tickets@camsaw.org.uk� (£5 for students)











The 48th Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) arrived at Lakenheath from Chaumont Air Base in France on January 15, 1960, less than three months after Supreme Allied Command had returned the base to the control of the US Air Force in Europe (USAFE). The 48th Fighter Wing is the USAFE’s only F-15 Fighter Wing. It has a long history of use  in the  Gulf, being  the  first F-111  fighter unit to deploy in the First Gulf War in 1991, and was involved in bombing in 1998 and since. NATO and U.S. leaders have asserted that if America is needed in this region, the 48th Fighter Wing will be called out first.
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