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ARMY

8E THE BEST



Why the Army?
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Join the Army and you'll live life to the full. You'll be able to use cluster bombs on civilians and fire depleted uranium-tipped munitions that will leave radioactive particles for years to come.  Whatever your role, you'll be a professional; a highly trained killer with real responsibility for the safety and security of others.  A pity that your responsibility will be to destroy their security.  You will work in situations that no other organisation would wish to.

See the world

The world is a very big place. With the Army, you’ll get to see a lot of it, although generally only once it has been carpet-bombed by the USAF and RAF.  Experience first hand the moon-scape left from daisy-cutter bombs.  As a British soldier, your skills will be in demand right round the globe, although that demand will tend to be from Exxon-Mobil and BP more often than from the civilians of the country you’re based in.  You will be able to gun down fleeing Iraqi soldiers, and help bulldoze conscripts into their trenches while they are still alive.  And it doesn’t just end at Iraq – with George W Bush’s ‘full spectrum dominance’, UK troops will be called on to mop up after the US in Syria, Libya, Cuba, Iran and possibly even China!

With bases in many different countries, there’s also the chance to live as well as work abroad. Meet new people, visit new places and experience different cultures.  You too will get the opportunity to rape local Cypriot women.  Torture of civilians is also available to keep you busy (Italian generals resigned after their troops tortured and raped Somalians, a Canadian regiment was disbanded after similar atrocities).  The British Army and RUC colluded with Loyalist paramilitaries in the murder of civilians in Northern Ireland, including journalist Pat Finucane.

Equipment

Be kitted out with the best in weapons, equipment, transport, and information technology systems – be forced to buy your own boots because the soles on those issued to you have melted.  Use tanks that work for only four hours at a time, artillery pieces that melt in the heat, Ptarmigan signals equipment which fails and a rifle designed especially for the British Army by Fisher-Price (the SA-80).

Be part of a team
In the Army, each new day brings a new challenge, whether physical or mental, training for war or adventurous training, in combat or in peacetime.  You will get to feel part of the responsibility for the estimated 1/4 million direct deaths from a war on Iraq, not to mention those who starve to death in the aftermath, full in the knowledge that only a tiny fraction of the British public are backing you.  From day one you’ll be part of one of the toughest teams in the world.  In fact, it may be so tough that female recruits may face being forced to carry out sexual acts upon their superiors.  All recruits will be subject to ritual humiliation.  In the theatre of war, be safe in the knowledge that you are only twice as likely to be killed by the enemy than by your own side.

Work hard — then play hard
The Army is a full-time commitment. You’ll enjoy friendship, sport and adventure, and you’ll have the freedom, encouragement and fitness to make the most of them all.  You’ll be able to exercise a freedom of speech not enjoyed by the rest of society, including racial and homophobic abuse – the army is the one of the only institutions left where it is socially acceptable to call black people ‘coons’!  As part of your adventurous training you might learn to dive, ski or climb.  You can also learn cooking skills – Belgain paratroopers as part of the UN peacekeepers in Somalia in 1993 caught a boy who was stealing from them and roasted him over a fire.  They also urinated on dead bodies.

Day-to-day living
From word go, you'll be based in barracks around the country. There you'll live, work and play within a close-knit team.  Those who have enjoyed the army life at the Princess Royal Barracks, Deepcut include:
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Private Sean Benton, from Hastings, East Sussex, who was found dead with five bullet wounds to his chest in June 1995. Despite ballistics tests suggesting that only one bullet was fired from close range and the others from a distance, the Army said he had committed suicide.  Pte Cheryl James, 18, of Llangollen, Gwent, was found dead with a single bullet wound to the head at the barracks in November 1995.  A coroner recorded an open verdict.  Pte Geoff Gray, 17, from Hackney, east London, was found with two gunshot wounds to his head while on guard duty in September 2001. Five shots had been fired and the other three bullets have not been found. Witnesses say that during a search after the shots were fired a figure was seen running away.  Pte James Collinson, 17, from Perth, was found dead with a single gunshot wound while on guard duty at the barracks on 23 March, 2002.  The Army said he killed himself, but his parents do not accept this, insisting he had been happy. No inquest has been held.
After the Army?

Time spent with the Army is time well spent.  Here's what some ex-Army personnel have gone on to do in Civvy Street:  “Over 20,000 men and women leave the armed forces every year. Most do find somewhere to live, but some, who may be extremely vulnerable, are unable to settle down or find and keep somewhere to live. They can easily become homeless. Unfortunately, many do - one in four rough sleepers have been in the services” (Falling Out 1994).

You may also suffer post-traumatic stress disorder leaving you unable to work or interact with your family.  Military personnel have a 60% divorce rate.  The effects of exposure to delpleted uranium, which has been used in Iraq, Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan, include leukaemia and an increased rate of birth defects in your children.

DO YOUR WORST








