Exposing the myth of moral war

Now that the argument against weapons of mass destruction has run into trouble in the Security Council and no one believes that there is a link to al-Qaeda, Tony Blair has begun declaring that his aim is now the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and that war has a humanitarian motive.  The overthrow of the Ba’ath regime would be welcome in the anti-war movement.  Many now arguing against war argued against Western support for Hussein when he warred against Iran and gassed the Kurds at Halabja.

It has been argued that anti-war marches will have bolstered Saddam Hussein in Baghdad.  On the contrary the display of such international interest in the plight of the Iraqi people should do nothing but give heart to those who oppose him. 

Millions worldwide marching against the will of their governments send a message against dictatorship.

The Gulf War was not ‘clean’
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The Gulf War of 1991 was labelled by many as a ‘clean war’.  Pictures of laser-guided missiles flashed across television screens and the talk was of ‘smart bombs’.  Yet hundreds of thousands of Iraqis were slaughtered.  300 tonnes of depleted uranium contaminated Kuwait and Iraq.  The effect of depleted uranium is graphically depicted by US soldiers, who took pictures of  blackened, melted corpses they called ‘crispy critters’.  The Ameriyya air raid shelter was hit directly by a ‘bunker buster’, killing 300 civilians.

The US estimates that only 13,000 civilians died and the Iraqi leadership is happy to go along with this lie to maintain a myth of the invulnerability of Iraq and because high civilian casualties in a war you bring on by your own actions does not play well with the people.  This prompted one exasperated Iraqi to ask, “Do you think we are like the Roadrunner cartoon – you bomb us and we don’t die?”.  A member of the Hussein family told an American reporter that the real figure of the dead was as many as 300,000.  The infamous ‘highway of death’ from Kuwait was a ‘turkey shoot’ for the US army.  Iraqi conscripts were gunned down by helicopter gunship as they fled and those in trenches were buried alive by bulldozers.  Colin Powell ignores civilian casualties, “That’s not really a number I’m terribly interested in”.  

Likely consequences of war

This conflict will be even more bloody than the last Gulf War.  A protracted ground offensive supported by aerial bombardment will last much longer and be far more destructive.  The US plans to use a ‘firestorm of 800 missiles in two days’ and street fighting in densely packed urban areas such as Baghdad with 5 million residents will be horrendous. 

War could lead Hussein to use what weapons he has against neighbouring countries and against the people of Iraq.  Israel could respond with nuclear strikes and both the US and the UK have not ruled out the use of nuclear weapons.

The WHO estimates that 100,000 civilians will die and 400,000 will be injured as a direct result of the fighting.  Medact estimates up to 260,000 deaths.  The people will be even less prepared for the consequences of war than they were in 1991.  The bulk of the population are dependent upon the Government for a majority if not all of their basic needs.  The effects of the sanctions have been to greatly increase the vulnerability of the Iraqi people.

Confidential UN documents obtained by the Campaign Against Sanctions on Iraq (CASI) predict that 1.26 million children under 5 in Iraq “would be at risk of death from malnutrition” in the event of war.  A UNICEF report estimates that over 2 million malnourished children and 1 million pregnant or nursing mothers will have a ‘dire nutritional status’.  Over 50,000 people in institutions including the mentally ill, orphaned children and the elderly will be acutely at risk.  The electricity networks will be cut, harming water, sanitation and health services and the transport system will collapse especially since the country will be split when bridges across the rivers are destroyed.  UNICEF estimates that 39% of the population will lack drinkable water.  The expected increase in diarrhoeal disease and respiratory infections, overcrowding, traumatic injuries and lack of refrigeration will all overwhelm the stocks of medical supplies.  An outbreak of epidemic or pandemic cholera and dysentery is highly likely post-conflict.

The World Food Programme estimates that over 1/3 of the population of Iraq would be at risk of starvation, displaced or directly affected by military action.  The UNHCR estimates that 1.45 million people may flee Iraq in the event of conflict.  The areas along the borders of Iraq and with Iraqi Kurdistan are heavily mined and will present an extreme hazard to refugees.  Jordanian King Abdullah II  has said that, “Jordan will not receive any Iraqi refugees or others, and we will not permit any camps”.

Only $30 million of emergency aid has been pledged, little more than $1 per Iraqi.

Depleted uranium
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Depleted uranium (DU) will be used again by the Americans, as it was used in the first Gulf War, Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan.  DU is very dense and is used in tank armour and in armour-piercing shells.  DU is Uranium 238, the by-product of enriching uranium for use in nuclear reactors.  DU has a half-life of 4.5 billion years – it is here to stay.  It is chemically toxic, it spontaneously burns on impact and creates tiny particles which are inhaled.  It is also an alpha, beta and gamma radiation emitter.  Particles of DU can remain lodged in the lung or other organs for years, giving doses of radiation directly to the tissue.  In southern Iraq where 300 tonnes of uranium dust remains after the Gulf War there has been a 66% increase in leukaemia and other cancers, alongside a marked increase in birth abnormalities.  Gulf War syndrome may be partly a result of the exposure of veterans to DU.

Cluster bombs indiscriminately kill civilians

Cluster bombs were used widely in the Afghanistan conflict, in Kosovo and in the no-fly zones of Iraq.  They will be used in any conflict in Iraq because the military views them as highly effective against vehicles and personnel.  Human Rights Watch has called for a global moratorium on the use of cluster bombs because of the extremely high civilian casualties both during and after conflicts.  Each bomb spreads over 200 bomblets over a 100 x 50 metre area, though this ‘footprint’ is difficult to control.  There is an initial failure rate of each bomblet of between 7-30% leaving bright yellow canisters scattered which are attractive to children.  They become in effect antipersonnel mines.  Nearly 300,000 bomblets were dropped over Yugoslavia in 1999 leaving around 20,000 unexploded, volatile and ready to explode when moved or picked up.  Up to 30% of civilian deaths in Kosovo were caused by cluster bombs.  Up to 30 million bomblets were used in 1991 possibly leaving 2 million unexploded.  More than 1,600 Kuwaiti and Iraqi civilians have been killed and 2,500 injured by bomblets left behind.

US plans don’t involve democracy

· The motives for war are not humanitarian.  The US does not talk about liberating the Iraqi people, it talks about eliminating a threat to its interests.  In 1991 when the retreat of the Iraqi army led to revolt among the Shia and Kurds that gained control of fourteen of Iraq’s eighteen provinces the invading coalition stood aside as Hussein ruthlessly crushed the popular uprisings.

The West have not great desire for democracy in Iraq.  They regard independence for the Kurds as a “possible nightmare scenario” and Ankara strongly opposes self-determination for the Kurdish people because it might strengthen Kurdish self-determination within Turkey.  Turkey would use a full-scale war against Iraq to establish more permanent bases within Iraqi Kurdistan, against the wishes of the Kurdish people.  Turkey has napalm bombed Kurdish villages within Turkey and attacked villages within Iraq.  10,000 Turkish troops crossed the border in December 2000.  Thousands of Kurds were killed during the mid-90s.

The US Iraqi Liberation Act of 1998 provides support for the Iraqi National Congress, for whose 1995 coup attempt the US withdrew support for at the last minute.  One of the main candidates for a leader to be installed by the US is INC leader Ahmed Chalabi, who has been convicted in absentia for bank fraud in Jordan.  The US also backs the Iraqi National Accord which is made up of exiled military officers who have stressed “the need to encourage Iraqi military leaders to switch sides by promising that no more than 20 of Saddam’s closest henchmen would be treated as criminals by an Iraqi government”.  Opposition leader Wafic Al Samarrai served as director of military intelligence in the Iran-Iraq war and the Anfal campaign against the Kurds and favours a military take-over.

An Iraqi opposition leader Hoshyar Zebani who met General Wesley Clark at the World Economic Forum in Davos has said that the US expect to remain in Iraq for 8 years post-invasion.  It has been suggested that General Tommy Franks or another US picked figure could take power as the military governor of Baghdad.  Another proposal has been that the Hashimite royal family could again become the monarchy of Iraq.  Jordanian King Abdullah II is the second cousin of the Iraqi monarch King Faisal II who was assassinated in 1958.  There are other groups that support democracy in Iraq without a US-led attack such as the Iraqi National Forces (a coalition of socialist, Kurdish, Turkomen and Islamic parties) and the Worker-Communist Party.

Poor US history of supporting democracy
The US has made no effort to establish a democratic Palestinian state – why should we now believe that they will make any effort to establish a democratic Iraqi state?  Washington has supplied most of $100 billion in arms to Saudi Arabia since 1991 despite the House of Saud being a dictatorship which practices torture and executions.

The President of Turkmenistan is a dictator with a similar cult of personality to Hussein who forbids a free press or opposition parties, yet Donald Rumsfeld thanked him personally for allowing military planes to use Turkmeni airspace during the Afghani conflict and removed Turkmenistan from its ‘Countries of Particular Concern’ list that would have resulted in sanctions.  Turkmenistan has copious oil and natural gas reserves.  

Afghanistan is not the rosy success story it is made out to be by the US.  It has been said of post-war Afghanistan that, “If the Americans think this is success, then outright failure must be pretty horrible to behold”.  The loya jirga (grand council) was stage managed with Hamid Karzai handpicked by the US.  Spending per capita last year in Afghanistan was under half that of post-conflict Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo and East Timor. The CIA has spent some of that paying the feuding warlords and militias who control much of the country, strengthening rivals to the central government.  The UN request for the peacekeeping force to be extended from Kabul to provincial cities has fallen on deaf ears.  Consequentially, two ministers have been assassinated in the past year.  If the world has ignored post-war reconstruction in Afghanistan, why would it act any differently in Iraq?

The US has much to gain from war on Iraq

With the war likely to cost $200 billion the US must have a lot to gain.  And it does.  The President’s National Security Strategy states that, “the purpose of US engagement, as espoused in the NSS is to protect the United States’ vital interest in the region—uninterrupted, secure US/Allied access to Gulf oil”.  Global oil production peaked in 2001 and will begin to decline within the next five years while global demand for oil is increasing.  Iraq has oil reserves second only to Saudi Arabia with 112 billion barrels of known oil reserves and according to the US Department of Energy up to 220 billion barrels in total.  At present US companies are excluded from oil deals with Iraq with most going to the French TotalFinaElf, Russian and Chinese companies.  

Oil revenue will not go to rebuild Iraq; it will go to ExxonMobil, Chevron-Texaco, Shell and BP.  Hoshyar Zebani has admitted that he has been approached by French and US companies to discuss the future of Iraqi oil contracts.  Controlling Iraqi oil will allow the US to reduce Saudi control over oil policy and gain enormous leverage over the oil markets, weakening the OPEC cartel and the influence of other suppliers such as Russia, Mexico and Venezuala.

Alternatives to war all make a revolt against the Ba’ath regime more likely

· Lift the sanctions which have brought death and misery to the Iraqis and instead introduce food supply teams to take this out of Saddam Hussein’s hands.

· As well as increased weapons inspectors, probably more importantly there should be human rights inspectors.  Iraq allowed a human rights monitor to Baghdad in February 2002.

· UN peacekeepers should monitor Kurdistan and the Shia and Marsh Arabs in the south of Iraq instead of bombing to maintain the no-fly zones.

· Allow opposition parties to work within Iraq, allow freedom of the press and access to the Internet.

· Allow right of return for Iraqi refugees, with international monitoring to ensure their safety.

· Work to provide economic and humanitarian aid to civil society organisations and humanitarian institutions within Iraq.

Iran is now moving towards openness due to its present more moderate government.  There are previous examples of successful revolutions against dictatorships.  Ceaucescu was overthrown in Romania in 1989.  Massive protests were triggered when the crowd began booing an address he was giving and the army began arming ordinary citizens against Ceaucescu’s security forces.  Milosevic was overthrown after army units refused to break a miners’ strike and then most army and police units refused to fire on massed demonstrators in Belgrade.

If these ideas are brushed aside and ignored then no claim that ‘all other means’ were exhausted can be credible.

International tribunals

The US must sign up to the International Criminal Court to hold the Iraqi leadership responsible for the atrocities it has committed, including the use of chemical weapons supplied by the US, the unknown fate of prisoners of war, arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings and denials of food, water and medical care.  The culpability of previous US administrations especially that under President Reagan must also be examined by this court.

There should also be a ‘truth and reconciliation committee similar to that established in post-Apartheid South Africa so that the people of Iraq can come to terms with over 30 years of tyranny.

Long-term foreign policy

In the long-term, the West must stop arms proliferation and cease any plans for nuclear testing – it will lead only to a new arms race.  The whole of the Middle East must disarm in accordance with article 14 of UN resolution 687 including the over 400 nuclear weapons of Israel – it is the existence of this arsenal that led Iraq to acquire weapons itself.  If the US continues to pursue its aims through armed conflict, the spread of weapons and oppression can only continue.  The ‘Axis of Evil’ strategy is not simply rhetoric, but proposes the use of military might (nuclear if necessary) against Iran, North Korea, Cuba, Libya and Syria.  Long-term plans include encircling China with US military bases.

The US special forces have stated that ‘We will export death and violence to the four corners of the earth in the defence of our great nation’.  We cannot let that continue.
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After WWII Germany received the Marshall Plan to redevelop their country.  After the Gulf War the Iraqi people have had to face the harshest economic sanctions ever imposed upon a country.  Hundreds of thousands have died and Iraq has the dubious distinction of a 160% increase in child mortality between 1990-99, the highest of any of 188 countries surveyed by UNICEF.  Humanitarian supplies under the oil-for-food programme have amounted to only 41 cents per person per day over a five year period.





In the no-fly zones Iraq hasn’t downed a single manned plane in 12 years.  Between January 1999 and October 2001 air operations caused the deaths of 379 civilians and wounded over 1000.  There has been a shift from ‘defensive’ bombing (attacking radar stations which lock onto jets) to aggressive (attacking all air defences).


US pilots regularly take dextroamphetamines to maintain alertness, but this increases aggression and target errors.  This was probably also the cause of Gulf War ‘friendly fire’ incidents

















