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Exposing the myth of moral war

Blair has now  declared that his aim is the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and that war has a humanitarian motive.  The overthrow of the Ba’ath regime would be welcome in the anti-war movement.  The display of international interest in the plight of the Iraqi people should do nothing but give heart to those who oppose him.  Millions worldwide marching against the will of their governments send a message against dictatorship.

The Gulf War of 1991 was labelled by many as a ‘clean war’ with talk ‘smart bombs’.  Yet hundreds of thousands of Iraqis were slaughtered.  On the ‘highway of death’ from Kuwait Iraqi conscripts were gunned down by helicopter gunships as they fled and those in trenches were buried alive by bulldozers.  Colin Powell ignores civilian casualties, “That’s not really a number I’m terribly interested in”.  

After WWII Germany received the Marshall Plan.  After the Gulf War Iraq has faced the harshest economic sanctions ever imposed upon a country.  Hundreds of thousands have died and Iraq had a 160% increase in child mortality between 1990-99.  Humanitarian supplies under the oil-for-food programme have amounted to only 41 cents per person per day over a five year period.  In the no-fly zones Iraq hasn’t downed a single manned plane in 12 years.  3 years of bombing from 1999 killed 379 civilians and wounded over 1000.

This conflict will be even more bloody than the last Gulf War.  A ground offensive supported by aerial bombardment will last much longer and be far more destructive.  The US will use a ‘firestorm of 800 missiles in two days’ and street fighting in Baghdad with 5 million residents will be horrendous. Hussein may use what weapons he has against other countries and the people of Iraq.  Israel, the US and UK could respond with nuclear strikes.  The WHO estimates that 100,000 civilians will die and 400,000 will be injured as a direct result of the fighting.  The effects of the sanctions have been to greatly increase the vulnerability of the Iraqi people.  The UN predict that 1.26 million children under 5 in Iraq “would be at risk of death from malnutrition” in the event of war. UNICEF estimates that 39% of the population will lack drinkable water leading to an outbreak of cholera and dysentery.  The UNHCR estimates that 1.45 million people may flee Iraq in the event of conflict.  Only $30 million of emergency aid has been pledged, little more than $1 per Iraqi.

Depleted uranium (DU) will be used again as it was used in the first Gulf War.  DU is used in armour-piercing shells. It is toxic, burns on impact, is radioactive and creates tiny particles which are inhaled.  These remain lodged in the lung for years, giving doses of radiation directly to the tissue.  In southern Iraq where 300 tonnes of uranium dust remains after the Gulf War there has been a 66% increase in leukaemia and other cancers.  Cluster bombs will be used in any conflict in Iraq.  Human Rights Watch has called for a global moratorium on the use of cluster bombs because of the extremely high civilian casualties.  There is a high failure rate of each bomblet of between 7-30% leaving bright yellow canisters scattered which are attractive to children.  They become in effect antipersonnel mines.

The US does not talk about liberating the Iraqi people, it talks about eliminating a threat to its interests.  In 1991 when the Shia and Kurds revolted the invading coalition stood aside as Hussein ruthlessly crushed the popular uprisings.  Turkey would use war against Iraq to establish bases within Iraqi Kurdistan.  Turkey napalm bombed Kurdish villages killing thousands in the mid-90s.  The main candidate for a leader to be installed by the US is INC leader Ahmed Chalabi, who has been convicted of bank fraud in Jordan.  Opposition leader Wafic Al Samarrai served as director of military intelligence in the Iran-Iraq war and the Anfal campaign against the Kurds and favours a military take-over.  Opposition leader Hoshyar Zebani has said that the US expect to remain in Iraq for 8 years post-invasion.  General Tommy Franks could take power as military governor of Baghdad.  The Jordanian royal family could again become the monarchy of Iraq.  There are groups that support democracy in Iraq without a US-led attack such as the Iraqi National Forces and the Worker-Communist Party.

The US has made no effort to establish a democratic Palestinian state.  Washington has supplied most of $100 billion in arms to Saudi Arabia since 1991 despite the House of Saud being a dictatorship which practices torture and executions.  Turkmenistan is a dictatorship which forbids a free press or opposition parties, yet the US thanked it for allowing the use of its airspace during the Afghani conflict.  Turkmenistan has vast oil and natural gas reserves.  Afghanistan is not the rosy success story it is made out to be by the US.  Spending per capita last year in Afghanistan was under half that of post-conflict Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo and East Timor. The CIA has paid feuding warlords who control much of the country, strengthening rivals to the central government. UN requests for peacekeeping to be extended from Kabul has fallen on deaf ears.  Two ministers have been assassinated.  If the post-war reconstruction in Afghanistan is ignored, why would Iraq be any different?

This war is about oil.  The President’s National Security Strategy states that, “the purpose of US engagement, as espoused in the NSS is to protect the United States’ vital interest in the region—uninterrupted, secure US/Allied access to Gulf oil”. Oil revenue will not go to rebuild Iraq; it will go to ExxonMobil, Chevron-Texaco, Shell and BP. Controlling Iraqi oil will allow the US to reduce Saudi control over oil policy and gain enormous leverage over the oil markets.

Alternatives to war all make a revolt against the Ba’ath regime more likely.  Lift  sanctions and instead introduce food supply teams to take this out of Hussein’s hands.  As well as increased weapons inspectors, probably more importantly there should be human rights inspectors.  UN peacekeepers should replace bombing to maintain the no-fly zones.  Allow opposition parties to work within Iraq, allow freedom of the press and access to the Internet.  Allow right of return for Iraqi refugees, with monitoring to ensure their safety.  Work to provide economic and humanitarian aid to civil society organisations and humanitarian institutions.  The International Criminal Court must hold the Iraqi leadership responsible for the atrocities it has committed and the culpability of previous US administrations must also be examined.  There should also be a ‘truth and reconciliation’ committee so that the people of Iraq can come to terms with over 30 years of tyranny.  There are previous examples of successful revolutions against dictatorships.  Ceaucescu was overthrown in Romania in 1989, Milosevic was overthrown after army units refused to break a miners’ strike.  If these ideas are brushed aside and ignored then no claim that ‘all other means’ were exhausted can be credible.

The West must stop arms proliferation and cease any plans for nuclear testing – it will lead only to a new arms race.  The whole of the Middle East must disarm including the nuclear weapons of Israel –The US proposes the use of military might (nuclear if necessary) against Iran, North Korea, Cuba, Libya and Syria.  Long-term plans include encircling China with US military bases.  The US special forces have stated that ‘We will export death and violence to the four corners of the earth in the defence of our great nation’.  We cannot let that continue.
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