THE CRIMES OF THE ‘COALITION’

The US and UK made a great show of the efforts they have made to prevent loss of life in the war on Iraq – they even claim that every target was assessed by a team of lawyers.  Despite this, up to 1800 civilians have been confirmed as killed in the bombing.  When Iraqi television broadcast pictures of US P.O.W.s the US was quick to condemn this as a breach of the Geneva Convention – yet countless similar scenes of Iraqis forced to kneel at gun-point have been played out on our screens.  Prisoners in Guantanamo Bay are illegally denied protection under the Convention by the US.

This war was illegal – and the US and UK are now guilty of war crimes

Indiscriminate weapons

The Geneva Convention prohibits the use of weapons which indiscriminately strike civilians.  Yet the use of cluster bombs has continued, despite the high level of civilian deaths they cause.  
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The effects of depleted uranium used to tip munitions will continue for years with increases in  cancer rates and birth defects.

“The chick was in the way”

The checkpoint shooting at Najaf was a totally avoidable tragedy.  As Captain Ronny Johnson told his troops, “You just killed a family because you didn't fire a warning shot soon enough!”.
In Nassiriya, Gunnery Sergeant John Merriman shot a woman civilian because she was in the area of Iraqis firing rocket propelled grenades.  US marines and snipers in Baghdad have been shooting civilians dead without provocation, including a six-year old girl shot in the head.

10 Iraqis were killed and up to 100 wounded when US marines opened fire on a political demonstration in Mosul after the crowd turned hostile to the new governor.

A Belgian doctor reported that an ambulance in Baghdad was shot at with machine gun fire by US troops.  When questioned about this a US soldier replied, “It could have been full of explosives”.  
Deaths of journalists

A US tank fired upon the Palestine Hotel in Baghdad ‘in response to sniper fire’, killing a Spanish cameraman and a Ukranian Reuters cameraman.  No journalists heard any gun-shots coming from the building.

On the same day Al-Jazeera’s Baghdad offices were hit by a US missile, killing a correspondent and wounding a cameraman. 


Shooting of a surrendered soldier

As troops took the Presidential Palace on the 7th April, two Iraqis signalled their surrender, and lay down close to two US APCs.  As one rolled onto his back, presumably to show that he was unarmed, he was shot dead by the Americans.

“We're permitting them 

to charge a small fee for water”

Providing food, water, shelter and medical care to the Iraqi people should be the absolute priority – yet the US are allowing those Iraqis with access to water tankers to sell water on.  They have concentrated on securing the oil fields.

Basra has been without clean water for three weeks – they get water from the river which is also used for sewage.  Hospitals have been ransacked and medical supplies are now non-existent.  60% of Iraqis before the war depended on monthly government food rations – once their stocks of foods are exhausted, they may face starvation.  Humanitarian disaster is imminent but entirely avoidable, were the US and UK to choose to prevent it.

“Hell, it ain't my job to stop them”

The US and UK have a duty under the Geneva Convention to prevent pillage. Apparently they agree with the US soldier who said, “Hell, it ain't my job to stop them”.  They have even encouraged looting of government buildings in Baghdad.
The UN offices were ransacked, the National Museum has seen priceless relics smashed or taken.  Iraq’s National Library has been burnt to the ground.

International Criminal Court

Tony Blair, Geoff Hoon and Jack Straw are being taken to the ICC by CND, Greenpeace and the Green Party to hold them accountable for their crimes.



Sergeant Eric Schrumpf deliberately killed civilians standing near Iraqi soldiers.


“I'm sorry,” the sergeant said, 


“But the chick was in the way” 





33 civilians were killed at Hilla by cluster bombs and 300 were wounded. 


10 civilians were slaughtered in Nassiriya and 200 were injured





The Palestine Hotel was known to be the base for foreign journalists in Baghdad.


Al-Jazeera had registered the location of it’s office with the US only 1 week earlier





“We're permitting them to charge a small fee for water.  This provides them with an incentive to hustle and to work”


Colonel David Bassert
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Hospitals have been looted,


even incubators  have been stolen.


According to the Red Cross in Baghdad,


33 of the 35 hospitals are out of use








