Can you help?
The International Student Welcome Programme is run every year by the Cambridge Christian Graduate Society (CGS) with help from CICCU, the Kairos Trust, Cambridge Churches, etc.

We aim to give a friendly welcome to the hundreds of international students, both graduate and undergrads who will be arriving in Cambridge this September. It is a great opportunity to share Jesus’ love in practical ways, especially as visiting England can be a disorientating and sometimes lonely experience.  Previous students have said, again and again, how fantastic it was to have been met on arrival, given practical help, and welcomed into a circle of friends.  Within such friendships we hope and pray very much that non-Christian internationals will hear about and be introduced to Jesus.  As for Christian internationals, the Welcome helps them to feel immediately at home with the family of believers here, and we aim to help them settle into churches as fast as possible.  

Two parts of the Welcome particularly need lots of student helpers:

( Meeting Buses & Trains (between 23 Sept & 3 Oct, 9am-9pm)

We aim to meet every bus and train coming into Cambridge from the London airports, so that we can welcome the students as they arrive.  To do this we need people who are willing to offer a few hours to be at the Bus or Railway Station, record the names of arriving students (so we can contact them later if they would like us to do so), give them our information booklet and a map, explain how to get to their college, tell them about the Welcome Events we’ve arranged, and generally be a ‘friendly face’.  Don’t worry if you’ll be coming back to Cambridge in the middle of the welcome (for example, if you go on a CU house party) – many students arrive just before term, and your help is still very valuable.

( Visiting Students (between 23 Sept & 10 Oct)

We offer each arriving student the opportunity to have someone call round a day or so after they arrive, to check they are settling in well, and to take the time to make them feel welcome during the following weeks (and year where appropriate!).  We try to match visitor to visitee by college and/or department, but this is often not possible.  However men will only be asked to visit men, and vice versa.  Initially you may need to offer very practical help (for example opening a bank account or finding the supermarket).  Over the year such friendships can make all the difference to visitors as they face the inevitable difficulties of living in a strange and foreign country like England – and we pray that these friendships will make an eternal difference.

( YES? If you could possibly help with any of this, please complete the details below in CAPITALS and return to Xinyi Su at Christ’s College (or preferably, email to xs204@cam.ac.uk).

Name 
 College 


Church 
 Dept (if any) 


Grad/Undergrad & Year of Study in autumn 


Contact details throughout Sept-Oct: Please give addresses & phone numbers, email, & likely dates of accessibility for each address:
( Meeting buses/trains (23 Sept –3 Oct)
 Dates available 

Preferred times of day
 Max. total hours (slots are 2 hrs each)


( Visiting students (23 Sept – 10 Oct)
 Dates available 

Preferred number of people (e.g. 3) 
 Country of specific interest (if any)


Thanks (we usually only allow students to help meeting/ visiting, though in some circumstances, non-students are also accepted)

( NO? If you’re unable to help out, please help save paper & costs by passing this form on to your CU Rep, someone else who can help, or back to me! And as the ISW committee continues the task of co-ordinating all this, we would greatly appreciate your prayers!

